DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL I.NTELL ISENCE A6ENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMPT I 0N3BZB 
NAT I WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 
DATE 2000 2006 ' 


(SPECIFY AIR OR SEA TOUCH) 


DISi-r.i'CH NO. 


SECitFr 

SECURITY .'VOFAlfcliOi: 

CLASSIFICATION '< 


Chief, EE 


21 May 1952 


’ Chief of Station, Viernu^, 

SUBJECT: general— Operational 

spEctnc — .yCa^ote and Dr. Wilhelm KOETTL 
Reference- KASW-407, KGFA-6452 ' , 


’ f vr.?'7-^- ■ 

.V t . lU'. j 

JAN 13 te£> . 

DGOOMZHT SERVICE 


1. C. v3 El . J and C. . ^ead 

KGFA-6452 independently and came to identical conclusions,’ to wit^fchet from 
the point of view of the Austrian Station support to fo,JWilhe3jnTlQETTL is 
a Bad Thing, whether given by ^Capote or by anybody else. Having for some 
time watched HOETTL from three different points of view, we each feel also 
that support to HOETTL is a waste of money and effort for the German Station. 

, 2. The collection of internal Austrial political information at a low 

level (there is no other level for such information in Austria) does not 
require the talents of a very astute operator. HOETTL, Like a couple of 
dozen other types in Austria, can turn out a sizeable volume of such infor- 
mation without interrupting his regular pattern of coffee, house conversations.. 
On the other hand. Dr. ADENAUER' s handwritten commendation notwithstanding, 
we suspect that Dr. HCETTL's analysis of the Austrian political scene i3 
distinguished more by its rhetoric than by its profundity. It probably 
concerns itself in part with the activities of a number of splinter groups 
whose affairs are the subject of general gossip and who make a great deal 
of rioise, but whose actual impact on political events in Austria is negli- 
’ gible. These groups always appear in a foreshortened perspective to German 
observers because their membership is largely SS cr otherwise Nazi, because 
they operate in a conspiratorial atmosphere, and because they have connec- 
tions with similar groups in Germany. 

3. To assess HOETTL* s OB information it is only necessary to recall 
the case of Kaimun^SfeANGL, whose reports KOETTL rewrote and dizzied as 
his own to various customers, include Capote. . A batch of these reports to- 
gether with copies of correspondence between STRANGL and KOETTL is on file 
at Headquarters. 

4. It is true that HOETTL has been working hard to establish a chain 
working into Trieste, Rome, the Vatican and the Arab States, where a number 
of Cermans are living. Capote's support to HOETTL amounts to support of 
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this effort, since whether ’ckpo te ' knows it or not, HOETTL is telling 'all 
persons with whom he comes in contact' in his attempts to build a southern 
line that - he has been officially, instructed by.theBonn.govemirent to es- 
tablish yah apparat in the Mediterranean RegionV ; >3^1eah policy toward 'io - 
such' encouragement of HOETTL is probably a matter; for SE and EE to deter- 
mine ; by inter-^ vision negotiation, . but ouf local;; opinion here. i3 that it 
would be a 3eriou3 mistake to pei-mit HOETTL to build himself up. 

- . 5 . . HOETTL" recently (26-27 April 1952) attempted to travel to Italy 

to make certain contacts He was turned back at the Brenner as being 
persona non grata in Italy. It .would be interesting to learn bow HOETTL 
explained to ^Clapote his' inability, to enter Italy. 
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